terrible poisoners of any age or country; and the particular case which had given occasion to the investigation, thus acquired an importance in social estimation, which seemed almost to rival that of the great public events which were contemporaneously enacting.
How far this catalogue is correct, whether it included less or more than the truth, is known to no mortal being. For ourselves, it will be enough to state that the evidence brought out on the inquest as to Palmer's complicity in his wife's death seems to us morally conclusive; and that though *W"e are not so sure that he gave his brother the coup cle cjrdce by any special dose of poison, yet it is quite clear to our minds that he was doiDg Ids best to compass his death by the slower process of habitual intoxication, and that he would have finished him more speedily had he found occasion to do so.
On these points there has been a public investigation and a public verdict, and we are therefore justified in expressing a decided opinion. In regard to the cases which have not been so gone into, we have nothing but hearsay evidence for our basis; and all that we can say of this is, that taking it in its connexion with the proved cases, it affords a strong presumption of his guilt in several more.
A juridical investigation of so remarkable a character ought not, as it seems to us, to pass without some special notice on our part; and there are two subjects on which we think that some comment is specially called for, quite independently of the important questions of chemical toxicology "with which we do not at present propose to grapple.
The first and principal topic to which we are desirous of directing the attention of our readers in connexion with this remarkable trial, is the 2)robalive value of circumstantial evidence.
This, we are prepared to affirm, may rise to the full force of direct proof; and when the uncertainty attending on all testimony is taken into the account, we hold that oven a stronger conviction may be afforded by circumstantial than by direct evidence. We doubt if the annals of criminal jurisprudence afford any more remarkable example of the overwhelming force which arises from the concurrence of a number of independent probabilities, of which every one, taken by itself, might bear some other explanation. To com-Reviews.
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plete the proof that strychnine administered by Palmer to Cook was the cause of the death of the latter, to It was suggested on the defence, that the non-fatal attack on Monday evening and the fatal attack on Tuesday evening were parts of the same malady, the duration of which was thus about twenty-four hours; but this hypothesis was quite disposed-of by its entire inconsistency with the uniform history of traumatic tetanus, the idea of any such remission, after the paroxysms had once become violent, being utterly opposed to experience. We should therefore be obliged to treat the first and the second attacks as two separate and independent maladies, unless they could be shown to be possibly attributable to an hysterical condition of the system (in which, within our own experience, tetanic attacks have thus suddenly come-on at long intervals, with complete remission between); but of this there was not the faintest shadow of a probability. But shows how the suggestive influence of the wicked counsels of the " wise man" of Leeds, taking root and flourishing like rank weeds in a soil too poor to furnish a wholesome crop, concurred with the notion as to the non-detectibility of strychnia, which Dove derived from the early proceedings against Palmer, to give his thoughts the direction towards their final issue; but a more striking picture of irresolution was perhaps never drawn, than that which this poor wretch has left, of the succession of nerveless attempts whereby he familiarized himself with the use of the deadly weapon, which he used at last with fatal effect. Here, as in the case of Palmer, we have to look upon the crime itself, not as an isolated act, but as the almost natural result of a habit long previously formed; but while the habit consisted, in the one case, in the fostering care with which a master-passion was cherished, until it tyrannized over a will" whose strength was shown (like Samson's) even in its captivity, in the other it was the early indulgence of every selfish and malevolent impulse, which prevented the will from ever attaining its rightful sovereigntyHow solemn is the lesson afforded by each of these terrible cases, especially to all concerned in the training of the young, we trust we need not point out. Both speak, though in different ways, as to the essential importance of the culture and discipline of the Will, and of the early and firm implantation of those principles of Right by which alone it can be safely directed.
William B. Carpenter.
